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HISTORIC MOMENT:  
Prime Minister Patrick Manning is 
congratulated by H.E. G.M. Richards T.C., 
President of the Republic of Trinidad and 
Tobago, after taking the oath of office at 
Woodford Square, Port of  Spain, on 
November 7, 2007. 
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Results are in and the PNM remains 

A fter the November 5, 2007, General 
Election in Trinidad and Tobago, the 
incumbent Peopleõs National Movement  

(PNM) was returned to office. 
 The PNM won with twenty six (26) seats to the 
UNC Allianceõs fifteen (15). The Congress of the People, 
contesting elections for the first time, did not secure a 
seat. 
 The ruling party has rung in the changes upon its 
return to office and there are new faces in parliament and 
shifts in portfolios for most of the remaining elder-heads. 
(Please see The Government of Trinidad and Tobago 
on page 10). 
 The President of the Republic of Trinidad and 
Tobago, His Excellency Maxwell Richards T.C., swore  
in the Prime Minister of the Republic of Trinidad and 
Tobago, the Honourable Patrick Manning, at  a ceremony 
at Woodford Square at  3.00 pm, November 7th, 2007.  
 This swearing-in-ceremony was an historic event 
as it was being done for the first time in full public view 
and in the historic Woodford Square, The Peopleõs 
Parliament. It was also the first occasion in Trinidad and 
Tobagoõs history that a newly installed Prime Minister 
had decided to address the nation as part of the dayõs 
ceremony. The Prime Minister indicated that this 
departure from tradition signalled a continuation of the 
Governmentõs intention to bring government closer to 
the people. He said: òIndeed we shall pursue the process 
of national consultation that we started in our last term, 
and facilitate, in appropriate ways, the involvement of the 
citizenry in important national decision-making.ó  
 The Prime Minister gave the solemn assurance 
that, in word and deed, his will continue to be an 
Administration for all the people of Trinidad and Tobago. 
He said that Trinidad and Tobago belonged to all of us. 
òIts resources will be deployed for the benefit of all; and 
together we shall all move over the next five years to 
make Trinidad and Tobago one of the best places on this 
planet.ó 
 
 Prime Minister Manning made the following points 
during his address: 
.   All talents will be employed for the continuing 
development of the country. The Government will need 
a variety of skills at various levels for the successful 
implementation of our vision and policies. There are 
many positions to be filled on Boards and elsewhere, and 
I intend to ensure that our choices are in consonance with 

the very positive trends that were discerned during the 
campaign just ended.  
.   The female population is coming more and more to the 
fore in this country and already enjoy a dominant 
presence in many sectors, including the Public Service, 
the Foreign Service and the Teaching profession. They are 
moving very rapidly in other areas including business, 
management, law, medicine and the media. And, as you 
can see, they are also moving in politics. The new 
Government will reflect this national reality and will be 
historic in the important roles that will be assigned to the 
women. 
.   The Government intends to continue economic 
diversification, through deeper industrialisation with 
industries in plastics, aluminium, iron and steel and 
information technology; and also sustain our focus on the 
targeted non-energy industries; as well as our extremely 
successful efforts with tourism, manufacturing and small 
and medium enterprises 
.   The Government also intends to keep down the price 
of food. Most importantly, they shall intensify their 
efforts at increased food production through their new 
vision for Agriculture in Trinidad and Tobago. Food 
security shall be a matter for major attention in the new 
administration. 
.   The Government shall continue to deal with the need 
for affordable housing, especially for low and middle-
income households; and shall maintain our target of 
constructing a minimum of eight thousand units per year 
to deal with this continuing problem.  
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.    Further improvements in health care will be pursued, 
emphasising availability and accessibility of the best 
modern health care for the citizens of this country.  
.   Plans for a vastly improved water supply shall be 
implemented; a comprehensive drainage programme; 
and enhanced power generation and transmission.  
.   The problem of traffic congestion shall be dealt with 
through the many methods that the Government has 
outlined, including the construction of over passes, the 
removal of traffic lights, the establishment of free ways 
and the construction of a new network of highways 
throughout Trinidad and Tobago.  
.   There will be continued focus on youth development 
with modernised education from nursery to tertiary; and 
through the many training programmes which have 
proven to be so successful. These shall now come under 
review for greater effectiveness and to ensure coverage 
over the entire country, providing all who are willing, 
with the opportunity for advancement in these areas. 
Tremendous new opportunities are also coming in the 
areas of culture and sport. 
.   The battle against crime will continue. The law 
enforcement agencies will continue to be strengthened 
through improved management, better facilities, 
updated equipment including technology, and ongoing 
training in modern methods of policing, detection and 
crime prevention. The battle against the drug trade shall 
be intensified.  
 
 The Prime Minister concluded his address by 
saying: òLadies and Gentlemen, we are blessed with a 
country rich in human and natural resources, dynamic 
diversity and a culture of peace and harmonious living. 
This is also now a land of increasing opportunity for 
everybody. We should all strive, whilst improving our 
own lot, to contribute to a better society in our 
communities and in the nation as a whole. Let us all look 
out for one another and go forward as the family of 
Trinidad and Tobago; and let us remember to give 
thanks everyday to Almighty God for his bounty and 
blessings. 
 May God bless each and every one of you. May 
God continue to bless our beloved country. May I thank 
you once again for the opportunity to serve you as Prime 
Minister.  
 
Thank you very much, Ladies and Gentlemen.ó  
 
Patrick Manning 
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Above: Prime Minister Manning with wife and new Minster of 
Local Government, Senator the  Honourable Hazel Manning, His 
Excellency George Maxwell Richards T.C., wife  Mrs. Jean Rich-
ard their daughter Maxine at the swearing in ceremony. 
 

Below: The Honourable Prime Minister greets nationals after his 
address. Picture Courtesy Office of the Prime Minister 

A proud Patrick Manning makes his address to the nation. 

PMôs address continued... 
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P 
r ime Minister Patrick 
Manning adv ised His 
Excellency The President  

George Maxwell Richards to appoint 
the 15 Government Senators.  
 
Former Minister of Labour, Small and 
Micro Enterprises, Senator Danny 
Montano was appointed to the Senate 
and was elected as the President of 
the Senate for the ensuing term of the 
new Parliament. 
 
The additional Senators  appointed 
are George Hadeed of Arima, June 
Melville of Tobago, Laurel Lezama, 
also of Arima and Linus Rogers, the 
PNMõs Elections Officer. 
 
 

These additional Senators joined the 
already named members of the 
Government in Salybia for a week 
long training and orientation 
programme. The session was the 
forum within which members were 
instructed in matters of government 
procedure and conduct, among other 
things.  The newly formed 
government took up 
residence together for one 
week and was instructed in 
matters related to the rules 
and regulations associated 
with Government Business 
and Media and Public 
Relations. 
 
Members of Cabinet, 
subsequently on Monday  

 
 
19th November, attended their first 
Cabinet meeting at Whitehall (as 
pictured below), following which 
they met with their respective 
Permanent Secretaries and reported 
to their Ministries. 

Prime Minister Brown congratulates Prime Minister 
 Manning on his election victory 

The Honourable Gordon Brown 
Prime Minister 

United Kingdom 

I n a letter dated November 14, United Kingdom Prime 
Minister, the Right Honourable James Gordon Brown, 

congratulated Prime Minister, the Honourable Patrick 
Manning, on the Peopleõs National Movementõs (PNM) 
General Election victory on November 5.  
 
Prime Minister Brown, in his statement, said: òI look forward 
to continuing the close cooperation our two countries have 
developed on the major international challenges we face, 
particularly in the fight against drugs and organised crime.ó  
 
Three offshore patrol vessels (OPVs) for the Coast Guard are 
currently being built by British shipbuilding company Vosper 
Thornycroft under a government to government arrangement  
 

 
between  Trinidad  and  Tobago  and  Britain.   The  UK$150  
million contract  was signed  in Trinidad and Tobago on April 
5 and the Coast Guard will receive the first OPV in 2009. 
British police officers from Scotland Yard have also been 
brought in to assist the Special Anti-Crime Unit. 
 
The statement from Downing Street, London, also said: òI 
hope too that  we  can  explore  further  ways  in  which  we  
might  expand  the  two-way flow of trade, particularly in the 
financial services sector, downstream petrochemical industries 
and defence-related services.ó  
 
Prime Minister Brown added that he was looking forward to 
meeting with Prime Minister Manning at the Commonwealth 
Heads of Government Summit in Kampala, Uganda.  

 

The Honourable Patrick Manning 
Prime Minister 

Extract From A Release  

From The Office Of The Prime Minister 
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1. Arima 
PNM - Pennelope Beckles 
COP - Rodger Dominic 
Samuel 
UNC - Wayne Rodriguez 
 
2. Arouca/Maloney 
PNM - Alicia Hospedales 
UNC - Diane Bishop-Bajnath 
COP - KathyñAnn Jones 
 
3. Barataria/San Juan 
PNM - Joseph Ross 
COP - Jamal Mohammed 
UNC - Nazeemool 
Mohammed 
 
4. Caroni Central 
PNM - Shivanand 
Narinesingh 
COP - Prakash Ramadhar 
UNC - Dr. Hamza Rafeeq 
 
 
5. Caroni East 
PNM - Harold Ramoutar 
UNC - Dr Tim Gopeesingh 
COP - Ganga Singh 
 
6. Chaguanas East 
PNM - Mustapha Abdul-
Hamid 
COP - Nirad Tewarie 
UNC -Dr. Kirk Meighoo  
 
 
7. Chaguanas West 
PNM - Frankie Ranjitsingh 
COP - Manohar Ramsaran 
UNC - Jack Warner 
 
8. Couva North 
PNM - Nal Ramsingh 
UNC - Basdeo Panday 
COP - Hulsie Bhaggan 
 
9. Couva South 
PNM - Naim Ali 
COP - Devant Maharaj 
UNC - Kelvin Ramnath 
 
10. Cumuto/Manzanilla 
PNM - Lennox Sirjusingh 
COP - Wendy Lee Yuen 
UNC - Harry Partap 
 

 
 
 
 

11. D'Abadie/O'Meara 
PNM - Karen Nunez Tesheira 
COP - Dr Lincoln Douglas 
UNC - Nathalie Small 
 
12. Diego Martin Central 
PNM - Dr Amery Browne 
UNC - Steve Alvarez 
COP - Nicole Dyer-Griffith  
 
13. Diego Martin East 
PNM - Colm Imbert 
COP - Joe Pires 
UNC - Andy Williams 
 
14. Diego Martin West 
PNM - Dr. Keith Rowley 
COP - Rocky Garcia 
UNC - Dr. Daphne Phillips 
 
15. Fyzabad 
PNM - Andre Bernard 
COP - Mahendranath 
Dhaniram 
UNC - Chandresh Sharma 
 
16. La Brea 
PNM - Fitzgerald Jeffrey 
UNC - Ravi Ratiram 
COP - Gilbert Agard 
 
17. La Horquetta/Talparo 
PNM - Roger Joseph 
UNC - Dr. Jennifer Jones-
Kernahan 
COP - Delon Haynes 
 
18. Laventille East/Morvant 
PNM - Donna Cox 
UNC - Lennox Smith 
COP - La Toya Callender 
 
19. Laventille West 
PNM - Nyleung Hypolite 
UNC - Juliet Davy 
COP - Arthur Augustine 
 
20. Lopinot/Bon Air 
PNM - Neil Parsanlal 
UNC - Prakash Williams 
COP - Jerome Chaitan 
 
21. Mayaro 
PNM - Michelle Mischier 
Boyd 
UNC - Winston 'Gypsy' 
Peters 
COP - Rabindra Moonan 

 
 

22. Naparima 
PNM - Geeta Rampersad 
COP - Rekha Ramjit 
UNC - Nizam Baksh 
 
23. Oropouche East 
PNM - Shafeeq Mohammed 
COP - Carol Cuffy Dowlat 
UNC - Dr. Roodal Moonilal 
 
24. Oropouche West 
PNM - Dr Raghunath 
Mahabir 
COP - Kevin Ratiram 
UNC - Mickela Panday 
 
25. Princes Town North 
PNM - Marlon Mohammed 
COP - Dr Navi Muradali 
UNC - Subhas Panday 
 
26. Princes Town South/
Tableland 
PNM - Peter Taylor 
UNC - Clifton De Coteau 
COP - Desmond Lambert 
 
27. Point Fortin 
PNM - Paula Gopee-Scoon 
UNC - Fitzroy Beache 
COP - Selby Wilson 
 
28. Point-a-Pierre 
PNM - Christine Kangaloo 
UNC - Wade Mark 
COP - Carolyn Seepersad-
Bachan 
 
29. Port of Spain North/St Ann's 
West 
PNM - Gary Hunte 
COP - Daniel Solomon 
UNC - Brent John 
 
30. Port of Spain South 
PNM - Marlene McDonald 
UNC - Anthony Sammy 
COP - Dr. SharonñAnn 
Gopaul Mc Nichol 
 
31. San Fernando East 
PNM - Patrick Manning 
COP - Mervyn Assam 
UNC - Frederick Norman 
 
32. San Fernando West 
PNM - Junia Regrello 
UNC - Bishop Jankee 
Raghunanan 
COP - Marlene Coudray 

33. Siparia 
PNM - Lutchman Rampersad 
UNC - Kamla Persad-
Bissessar 
COP - Govindra Roopnarine 
 
34. St Ann's East 
PNM - Anthony Roberts 
UNC - Tricia Moraldo 
COP - Gary Griffith 
 
35. St Augustine 
PNM - Nadra Nathai-Gyan 
UNC - Vasant Bharath 
COP - Winston Dookeran 
 
36. St Joseph 
PNM - Kennedy Swaratsingh 
UNC - Dr. Carson Charles 
COP - Gillian Lucky 
 
37. Tabaquite 
PNM - Heeralal Rampertap 
COP - Anand Ramlogan 
UNC - Ramesh Lawrence 
Maharaj 
 
38. Tobago East 
PNM - Rennie Dumas 
COP - Johnathan Stone 

 
39. Tobago West 
PNM - Stanford Calender 
 
40. Toco/Sangre Grande 
PNM - Indra Sinanan Ojah-
Maharaj 
UNC - Keshore Satram 
COP - Dr. Lena Brereton 
Wolffe 
 
41. Tunapuna 
PNM - Ester Le Gendre 
UNC - Christine Newallo 
COP - Clyde Weatherhead 
 

CANDIDATES FOR THE 2007 GENERAL ELECTION IN TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO  
(PNM, UNC, COP) 
 

Successful candidate depicted in red  



 

 

C limate change, which proved to be the subject of much debate 
at the Commonwealth Heads of Government Meeting 

(CHOGM) which took place from November 23-25 in Kampala, 
Uganda, is set to be to top priority on the agenda of the next summit in 
Trinidad and Tobago in 2009, said Prime Minister Patrick Manning.  

 
The debate on climate change at CHOGM saw Trinidad and Tobago 
being identified by Canada as its only supporter for that country's 
position against any statement that would have only mandated the 
developed countries in the Commonwealth to make "binding 
commitments" to reduce greenhouse gas emissions.  
 
Climate change is a specific concern for small island states like Trinidad 
and Tobago as rising sea-levels have already resulted in minor, yet 
significant, signs of coastal erosion.  
 

In his address at the Meeting, the Prime Minister said: "This CHOGM, 
ladies and gentlemen, is outstanding for a number of reasons, 
particularly as it relates to Trinidad and Tobago and the Caribbean."   
 
"The question of climate change is very significant indeed, Trinidad and 
Tobago being now an industrialised country. It has become very clear to 
us following this CHOGM that we will have to move on very fast to 
deal with this whole question of greenhouse gas emissions, the effects 
on the world and our contribution to it."  
 
In the last World Carbon Dioxide Emissions from the Flaring and 
Consumption of Fossil Fuels report published by the US Energy 
Information Administration in 2004, Trinidad and Tobago ranked 
number eight in terms of CO2 emissions per capita, having released 
some 30 million metric tonnes of CO2 into the atmosphere that year. 

 
The Prime Ministerõs delegation included Minister of Energy, Senator 
the Honourable Conrad Enill and High Commissioner to the United 

Kingdom, H.E Glenda Morean 
Phillip SC. (pictured right), who 
gave the closing address at the 
Commonwealth Peopleõs Forum held 
at the Africana Hotel, Kampala, on 
November 22, 2007. 
 
On November 25, the Prime 
Minister held bilateral talks with 
Ugandan President Yoweri Kaguta 
Museveni at the Munyonyo 
Commonwealth Resort, a 50-acre 
facility on the banks of Lake Victoria.  
 
In a release, the Office of the Prime Minister stated: "The Prime 
Minister took the opportunity to raise with President Museveni several 
issues for continued co-operation, in the fields of energy, education, 
food security and cultural exchange. He reiterated Trinidad and 
Tobago's willingness to continue its assistance in the process of 
Uganda's monetisation of its recently-discovered oil and gas resources."   
 
The release also said that President Museveni indicated monetisation of 
Uganda's hydrocarbon resources would yield tangible rewards to that 
country's roughly 30 million citizens by 2009. 
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Climate change a Trinidad 
and Tobago priority  

T en teachers from nine 
schools in the London 

Borough of Harrow visited Trinidad 
and Tobago from November 25-29 
seeking to establ ish school 
partnerships.  

The visit  was organised by the British 
Council as it continues in its drive òto 
build mutually beneficial relationships 
and to broaden the international view 
of young people.ó 

 
In a release the British Council said 
that òthe outcome will be the  

 

formation of school partnerships with 
schools which apply for the United 
Kingdomõs Government Department 
for International Development 
(DFID) Global School Partnership 
Programme eligible for funding to 
support visits and conduct joint 
curriculum work.ó  

 
The teachers explored a range of 
subjects and issues from physical 
education, sport, raising standards for 
underachieving boys, languages, 
Caribbean culture and arts, science 
and improvements in writing skills.  

 
Trinidad and Tobago and British 
teachers participated in a two-day 
World Links workshop at the 
Courtyard, Marriott Hotel. The 
British teachers visited their potential 
partner schools. The schools chosen 
were  the  Gran t  Memor ia l 
Presbyterian Primary, Muslim League 
School, Vistabella Presbyterian 
Primary, San Fernando Boysõ School, 
St Gabrielõs Girls, San Fernando Girls 
Government School, St Paulõs 
Anglican School, San Fernando 
Methodist School, Naparima Girlsõ 
High School and St Josephõs Convent. 

UK teachers visit to seek TT links  

Prime Minister Patrick Manning, left, chats with Uganda 
President Yoweri Museveni during bilaterial talks at the 
Munyonyo Commonwealth Resort, Uganda. Photo courtesy 
the Office of the Prime Minister. 
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O n November 22, Condor Airlines sponsored a 
lunch and dinner for media and tourism industry 

stakeholders in Stockholm, Sweden.  Trinidad and Tobago 
was invited to attend and do presentations to media and 
the stakeholders on developments in the twin island state.  
 
Trinidad and Tobago was represented by Dionne Ligoure, 
Commercial Attaché at the Trinidad and Tobago High 
Commission, London, Christine Engen, Tourism Devel-
opment Company (TDC) representative for Scandinavia 
and Andrew Hillier of the TDCõs London office.  Martina 
Johnsson, Sales Manager Scandinavia and Matthias Koster, 
Manager International Sales represented Condor. 
 
The event was attended by over 100 stakeholders, who 
were quite enthusiastic about Trinidad and Tobago. It was 
a clear indication that building relationships with stake-
holders is a worthwhile endeavour, especially in the UK/
Europe market.  
 
One of the highlights of the event was an exotic chocolate 
and rum tasting done by Duane Dove. Duane is a Tobago-
nian, who lives and owns a chocolate and coffee shop in 
Stockholm, Sweden ð Small Island Chocolates and Coffee.  
Duaneõs chocolates are all made by small batch artisan 
European chocolate houses with the cocoa being sourced 
in Trinidad and Tobago, 100 per cent Trinitario, fine/
flavour cocoa. 
 
 

The   invitation   to   participate   was  certainly  welcome,  
Especially  as  a  part  of  Trinidad  and  Tobagoõs  ongoing  
initiative to expand trade and tourism in Scandinavia. 
Trinidad and Tobago enjoys a productive relationship with 
Scandinavia, evident by the presence of several Scandina-
vian companies having branches in Trinidad. Tobago also 
remains a popular destination for Scandinavian travellers.  
 
In   charting  the   way  forward,   the   High  Commission,  
London is working closely with the Tourism Development 
Company to continue to network with airlines, agencies 
and other stakeholders in tourism and trade in order to 
advance the objectives of Trinidad and Tobago. 
 
Very special thanks to Condor for being brilliant hosts and 
sponsoring this event. 
 

Commercial Attaché Dionne Ligoure 

Duane Dove with Public Affairs , Culture and 
Tourism Attaché Ashton Ford in Sweden, 2005. 

Trinidad and Tobago strengthening ties with Scandinavia 



 

 

Nationals in Norway held their end of year function in Oslo 
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Profile of Honorary Consul Mr. Rolf Holmen. 
Mr. Rolf E. Holmen has been Trinidad and Tobagoõs 
Honorary Consul in Norway since 1999.  He is an 
experienced businessman with varied interests in the 
energy, real estate and marine sectors.  Mr. Holmenõs 
wealth of experience is integral to maintaining and 
expanding links between Trinidad and Tobago and 
Norway. He is well acquainted with the trade and tourism 
policies of our twin-island state and is a fervent follower of 
carnival.  As Honorary Consul, Mr. Holmen has regular 
contact with Trinidad and Tobago nationals living in 
Norway.   
 

Since 2006, he has been the President of the Diplomatic 
Corps in Norway. Mr. Holmenõs interests outside of 
business include skiing, golfing, travelling and boating. He 
is married with two sons.   
 
Links between Trinidad and Tobago and Norway: 
 
Business links between Norway and Trinidad and Tobago 
are mainly in the energy sector. The Norwegian firm 
YARA has three Ammonia plants in Point Lisas, Trinidad.  
 
 

The national oil company STATOIL is set to explore 
offshore T&T. STATOIL is an integrated oil and gas 
company and is the leading operator on the Norwegian 
continental shelf. The company has been experiencing 
strong growth in its international production. 
Additionally, for the fourth year in a row, STATOIL is 
ranked number one among the world's oil and gas 
companies in the Dow Jones Sustainability World Index 
(DJSI World).  
 
Norwegian ships, yachts and boats frequently call at T&T 
ports. 
 
There is cooperation in the cultural, education, 
environment and agriculture sectors. The Royal 
Norwegian Society for Development (an independent, non
-profit organisation) is working with the Trinidad and 
Tobago Government to assist local farmers. 
 
His Excellency Dag Mork Ulnes, the Norwegian 
Ambassador to the Caribbean, including Trinidad and 
Tobago, has also been very active in promoting business 
and cultural relations between the two countries. 
 
 

To get you better acquainted with the activities of the Honorary Consuls we are  
introducing a global page, which will profile the individual Consuls.  

In this issue we look at Norway 
 

 

Mr. Rolf E. Holmen  
Trinidad and Tobagoõs  

Honorary Consul in Norway  
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Introduction:  
Trinidad and Tobagoõs cocoa industry has declined from a 
high production in the 1930's of 70 million pounds per 
annum to less than two million. Unlike sugar, cocoa has a 
good market both in terms of volume and price. The 
demand for fine flavour cocoa, for which T&T is famous, 
is likely to increase. In our efforts to diversify the 
economy, cocoa is a good candidate both in terms of 
producing a basic raw material and for processing to high 
value products. 
 

History: 
Since 1930, Trinidad and 
Tobago has been looked at as 
a source of new cocoa 
production technology. In 
that year, cocoa research was 
initiated as a five-year scheme 
at the Imperial College of 
Tropical Agriculture. In 
1955, the Regional Research 
Centre was special ly 
established to devote more 
time to improving cocoa 
production. In 1963, the 
Cocoa Research Unit (CRU) 
was established. In the 
intervening years, major 
studies were conducted on 
agronomy, breeding and genetics, nutrition, propagation 
and more. The CRU has maintained a multi-disciplinary 
research programme in conservation, characterisation, 
evaluation and utilisation (germplasm enhancement) of 
cacao genetic resources. The results of these activities are 
well documented and have been of enormous value to 
cocoa researchers worldwide and thus the global cocoa 
industry. In addition, the CRU manages one of the moist 
diverse collections of cacao germplasm in the world. 
 

Trinidad and Tobago in the Cocoa World: 
Trinidad and Tobago produces a superior quality of 
cocoa, which fetches a premium price on the world 
market. It is known in the trade as fine or flavour cocoa 
and is produced from Trinitario beans. It is characterised  
 
 

 
by a full flavour with pleasant ancillary flavours such as 
molasses, liquorice, caramel and raisin, and is simply 
described as fruity. 
 

There is a niche market for Trinidad and Tobagoõs cocoa, 
which is mainly used in specialty products. T&Tõs cocoa 
has developed a reputation for purity. It is desirable to 
develop the cocoa industry as it is a crop well suited for 

T&Tõs soil and climate.  
 
Most of Trinidad and 
Tobagoõs cocoa is exported to 
Europe ð France, Italy and 
Spain, where the small batch 
artisan chocolate houses are 
located. Some notable French 
artisan chocolate houses are: 
Pralus Chocolate House in 
Roanne, Valrhona Chocolate 
House and Tain-IõHermitage. 
Amedei Chocolate House in 
Tuscany, Italy is also well 
known.  
 
Tobago cocoa estate owner, 
Duane Dove, is one of 
Trinidad and Tobagoõs 
strongest cocoa advocates in 

Europe.  He has visited many of the small batch artisan 
chocolate houses in Europe which use T&Tõs fine flavour 
cocoa in making their chocolates.  
 
His Tobago estate also doubles as a heritage park and 
takes an agro-culinary approach to tourism. Visitors to 
the estate can learn about cocoa cultivation and other 
companion crops. A tour of the estate also comprises a 
chocolate tasting. Dove, a sommelier by profession, has 
become a well-known site at major tourism fairs     world
-wide, including the World Travel Market, London, 
where he offers Angosturaõs barrel aged rum to visitors 
which he pairs with  different chocolates.  He has spent 
ten years visiting rum distilleries and cocoa estates in the 
Caribbean and Latin America. 
 
 

THE OTHER BLACK GOLD: TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO COCOA 

Cocoa 

  



 

  
                    LONDON MISSION  BUSINESS 11 

Duane Dove is in good company. As a cocoa farmer, he is 
now counted alongside business magnate Lawrence 
Duprey of CL Financial. Mr. Duprey, through Prism Agri 
Estates Limited has quietly bought four estates, with a  
total acreage of 1,650 acres. He processes Trinidad and 
Tobago cocoa in France and exports it under the Tamana 
label as a super premium brand of chocolate in Japan. It is 
hoped that Mr. Duprey will expand his initial penetration 
into the international market and progress to making fine 
chocolates inTrinidad and Tobago.  
Other key players in the Trinidad and Tobago Cocoa busi-
ness are:  
 
¶ Paul Manickchand, owner of Produce Marketing 

Associates in Sangre Grande. He reaps an exquisite 
harvest from his estate. Lindt International and 
Guittard are among his distinguished customers. 

 
¶ The German-owned Hendelschaft, 1,000 acre farm 

in Gran Couva which is managed by Kamta Persad. 
This estate is known as the San Juan estate and has a 
very close relationship with the French Chocolate 
House ð Valrhona. Valrhona has a chocolate called 
Gran Couva, which states that itõs made from 64% 
cocoa made from dark chocolate from Gran Couva, 
Trinidad. 

 
¶ Mr. Paul de Verteuil (San Antonio Estate) 
 

¶ Von Det Agricultural Holdings Limited has a 300 
acre estate in Claxton Bay. 

 
¶ George Bernard has a 200 acre estate in Gran Couva 
 
¶ Paul Merry has an 100 acre estate in Santa Cruz. 
 
Source : CSO Agricultural Section Production Figures & 

CSO * Annual Trade Report & CCIB  
*2005-2006 ð 1 metric tonne of cocoa was valued at 

USD,4200 
 
¶ The Agricultural Development Bank  has reserved 

TTD 7 million in loans for its Cocoa Revitaliser 
campaign. 

 
¶ The demand for anti-oxidant rich dark chocolates 

has tripled in the last four years 
 
For more information on Trinidad and Tobagoõs 
Cocoa, you may read ôThe History of Cocoa Pro-
duction In Trinidad and Tobagoõ, as well as John 
Spenceõs articles in the Trinidad Express. 
 
This article is comprised of excerpts from the 
Trinidad and Tobago Chamber of Commerce 
magazine CONTACT and John Spenceõs articles in 
the Trinidad Express. 

Year Total production Domestic exports (000 kg) Value of exports ($000) 

TTD 

2002 1721 1242 19,200 

2003-2004 1152 - 26,127 

2004-2005 915 - - 

2005-2006 732* - 19,369 

        

Fast facts T&T Cocoa: 
Trinidad and Tobago Cocoa Production 

THE OTHER BLACK GOLD continued... 
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O n December 5, 2007, the Trinidad and Tobago 
High Commission, London, hosted an Apprecia-

tion Reception. The event was aimed at re-connecting 
with the business community to celebrate the yearõs 
achievements and set the pace for an even more produc-
tive 2008. The Mission also had the good fortune of the 
presence of, Trinidad and Tobago Miss World participant, 
Valene Maharaj, who placed fourth at the recently con-
cluded competition in China.  
 In her address to the guests, H.E. Glenda Morean 
Phillip stated: òIn 2008 you will see and hear more from 
the Trinidad and Tobago High Commission, London. We 
have several activities planned as we advance the trade, 
tourism and cultural agenda of Trinidad and Tobago. The 
Mission is structured to meet and treat with these and 
other needs.  
 One  of  the key tools to stay in touch with you 
and keep  you  well informed will be our new website. 
The finishing touches are being  added  and  it  will  be   re
-launched in the coming weeks.  
 Trinidad and Tobago is serious about business and 
the London Mission is here to facilitate your needs. The 
Trinidad and Tobago economy has been enjoying solid 
economic growth and the Government is using the re-
sources gained to execute the Vision 2020 national devel-
opment plan. While  energy  is  the  pillar  upon  which 
the economy rests, we are actively developing other key 
industries, as part of the drive to diversify the economy.  
 We have a trade programme in place, an integral 
part of which is networking events. Our business model is 
changing and our proactive approach will be reflected in 
increased business and network building activities to pro-
vide opportunities for UK and Caribbean businesses to 

exchange ideas, best practices and explore the many          
opportunities that Trinidad and Tobago has to offer.   
           We look forward to working closely with you and 
to developing even stronger links and partnerships in 
2008. 
 A happy and peaceful Christmas to you all and the 
very best for 2008.ó  
 

Business Appreciation 
Event at the  
TTHC London 

 

 

The charming Miss Maharaj was very popular with the 
guests at the event. Pictured here with London hotelier 
Carl Morris. 

Above: Her Excellency Glenda Morean Phillip S.C. (centre), Commercial Attaché Dionne Ligoure and Trinidad and Tobago Miss World 
participant, Valene Maharaj with members of the Croydon Business Group that travelled to T&T earlier this year. 


