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Trinidad and Tobago General Elections set for 5th Nov 2007

rime Minister Patrick Manning announced that The emerging leading contenders to make L
Trinidad and Tobago will hold the general electiore xt gover nment of Trir
on 5th November 2007. National Movement (PNM); the UNC Alliance; and
"I have today (Friday 28th September, 2007)@aiagress of the People (COP).
vised His Excellency the President to dissolve parliament All parties have submitted their nominations
with effect from midnight tonight. The general electibe Elections and Boundaries Commission (EBC).
will be held in Trinidad and Tobago on Monday, Noeeme 41 seats being cont
ber 5," Manning said.
Mr. Manning announced the election date during
the last session of the House of Representatives and be-
fore the fivgear term of the current administration

next month. w7 \
With less than two weeks to go, the alread \ \

trified political atmosphere in Trinidad and Tobag

to be heightening with every passing day, as the ¢

intensify their campaigns. | y

Diversifying the Trinidad and Tobago Economy

he Government of Trinidad andependency on the energy sectorsoca, parang and chutney; promot
Tobago, under the public sectbhese special State Enterprises whiglarts and culture of Trinidad anc
investment programme, isadvanagng e at t he f or e Tobagmabroad;fassi§iogwemetartair
its projects for the diversification ahrust to achieve developed countayd artistes with project funding; a

the economy. status by the year 2020 include: facilitating private sector investmelt

A major initiative of the » The Government Human
project is the development of sevan The Seafood Industry Resource Services Company
priority industries for investment, Development Company Limited (GHRSL) and the

including Merchant Marine, Fish anighited, which has a mandate to Government Information

improve the regulatory, institution&ervices Limited (GISL)

and competitive environment of thestablished as part of the

fish and fish processing industry, Gover nment 6s pul
through the empowerment of coagfeflative.

communities, the creation of TheGHRSLis mandated to
opportunities for business fill the skills gaps that exist in the
development, and the hosting of public service of Trinidad and Tob:s
programmes on food safety amonlgy recruiting professionals (nation:

| industry stakeholders. and nomationals) from abroad, anc
 The Trinidad and Tobago providing human resource strategi
Fish Processing, Music and Film Company Limited which and technical services to public se

Entertainment, Food and Beveraggi| facilitate the expansion of the departments.
and Film, aimed at creating Nnew |5cal film industry and the creation of TheGISLwill facilitate the

opportunities for business employment and revenue in this transmission and dissemination of
development, expansion and sector. i nformation abol
employment generation in th®hon,  The Trinidad and Tobago policies and programmes, and

sector. Entertainment Company promote the development of qualit

To further expand this Limited. which has the tasks of 0cal programming.
initiative, Government establishedansyring that the country is identified
several state enterprises to reducgdhfie home of steelpan, calypso




NEWS
From the Office of

the Prime Minister

The Honourable Patrick Manning
Prime Minister

he Honourable Patrick Manningn recog+4al iiaod bédfnotwhk on hi m.

Prime Minister of the Repubsignificant role he has playedhanorary doctorate on behalf of the
of Trinidad and Tobago, wadvancing the developmentpod opl e of Trini da
honoured with the conferral ofT@nidad and Tobago. Prime Minister Manning.
Doctor of Laws Degree (Honoris  The conferral ceremony took The President of the Medgar
Causa) by the Medgar Evers Coflege on Wednesday SepteniberE2@rs College, Dr. Edgar O.
of the City University of New Yask 10.00 am at the Founddexkson,has in the past conferred
on Wednesday 26th SeptemBerditorium of the Medgar Eveimilar honours on persons for long
2007, in Brooklyn, New York. University . The Prime Minister,amd distinguished service and

Senior officials of the collegglivering  his address to thoséstanding achievements. The

visited Trinidad and Tobago in Mgyeent at the ceremorypresseduniversity said that it welcomed the
this year and met with the Prime deepest gratitude to Presidrnmne Minister in the spirit of
Minister to make him aware of tld&ckson and the rest of wimgoing international exchange.
intentions and to request Wdministration of Medgar Evers
acceptance of this prestigious hoGollege for the great honour

Address by the Honourable Patrick Manning on the occasion of
Eid-Ul-Fitr 2007

t is my pleasure to greet the members of the Maisl@s and continue to inspire others in our society to |
community of Trinidad and Tobago, through yoaiftesrwhat is good. It remains a credit to our Islamic co
gani sationd6s publ i cat i amnity tbahthis impogantvoecasion comtipuesrtd lzere
Eidul-Fitr. The observance ofuEkitr represents goyed by all in the wider society-uHEitt remains a
joyous occasion for all who have successfully caoptegaf nation building in our verycoitutial and
the fast of the holy month of Ramadan. The natiomautteneligious society and | urge the publishers of th
munity joins you in the observance of this especisganine to continue with this very important work c

ment of spiritual achievement and triumph. promoting national appreciation of this religious obse
Eid is a reminder not only to the faithful, but aradke.
of our citizens of the value of pietyestedint and hu- Let us all, through such efforts, strive unceasing

mility as ideals worthy of emulation. These are caftditiise development of a more unified, strong and pi
that all in our national community would do well tgressive society.
brace and make an integral part of their lives as we comBest wishes for a very reflective and spirituall
tinue to strive to build a peaceful and harmonious natvarding occasion.

Trinidad and Tobago has been richly blessed by
the very many ethnic groups and religious communities
which form our national mosaic. In all its practice:i_,, I%[Irarrll( M .
brings to the fore its uncompromising commitment (&K Vianning
brotherhood of men, the importance of charitable activity
and, above all, deep cognizance of our frailty before the
Creator.

The many positive practices in which you engage
at this time, reflect your heightened awareness of these




LONDON MISSION S

e are here today
celebrate thg

illustrious life o
Pearl Conner
Mogotsi.
Pearl was an authdg
musician, freedom fighter

undoubtedly a trailblazing piong
an outstanding, charismas
inspirational woman, a cultural
to the West Indian and Afri
Diaspora. From 1948 to the tim
her death she was a mother to
a source of inspiration to cou
and, most importantly, she remg
a passionate Trinbagonian. Pea
an extended member of the Tri
and Tobago High Commission fq
in London. Her smiling face was
present at receptions, meetings
exhibitions. In sum, she was a
supporter of all events related tq
High Commission. Her energys
personality and presence are sorely
missed.

Todayds cel e
to look back and highlight the n
achievements and contribution:
improving the lot of the Caribb
Diaspora in the United Kingdom
Pearl made during her 57 yea
sojourn here. You have heard of
of these from previous contribu
and will hear more from the others to
follow. Therefore, | will refrain from
enumerating more of these
achievements.

However, there is one major
outstanding contribution that Peariﬁ’
ConnoiMagotsi has made, which st
by far her most cherished an
enduring legacy. She has left us h
daughter, Geraldine Connor or Gerr
as she is fondly referred to by he
friends.

There is a s
fruit does not f al

Pearl ConneMogotsi

0
| GergldgegConngrr o m

Geraldine is living proof of the
accuracy of this old adage. For she i
continuing the work of her mother in
promoting and transporting the
artistic talents of Trinidad and Tobago
on to the world stage, while at the
same time providing opportunities for
young talent to surface in ways
hitherto unavailable. She too, has
made an indelible imprint on the arts
- her latest work being the just
concluded Carnival Messiah, which
had a resoundingly successful but a
too short run at Harewood House in
Yorkshire.

| will end with an anecdote
which | think captures the essence o
what | have just described. After a
brilliant perforn
production O6Blues
Playhouse in Leeds, my husband and
joined the cast and friends at the pos
performance ¢gegether. Pearl was
at the table with a concerned look on
her face. She k e
aws t be tired. Ge
Then the band struck up and the cas
members, mostly young people, took
to the floor, Gerry among them of
course. Although Pearl had been
complaining before that her feet were
giving her some trouble, in quick
time she was on the dance floor, of
course accompanied by Joe. That wa
my last personal interaction with
Pearl. She died some months later.

That was an example of the
irrepressible soul that was Pearl
ConnoiMogotsi, a soul that will live
on in her daughter.

Pearl, we thank you.

Glenda Morean Phillip
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Norway keen on Trinida
Tobago Business

by Dionne Ligoure

he Trinidad and Tobago High Commiss

London, is proactively working to adva
the trade and tourism agenda for Trinidad &
Tobagm Europe.

The London Mission is accredited to
several other countries including Germany,
Norway, Denmark, Sweden and Finland. Each year, the High Commissioner meets with tt

Trinidad and Tobago has Honorary Consulskho nor ary Consul s to revi e
each of these countfiigs.titleConsulis used for the determine plans. This year, Her Excellency Glenda
official representatives of the government of one stierigan Phillip S.C. met with the Honorary Consuls in
the territory of another, normally acting to assist an@slo, Norway. However, in addition to the regular
protect the citizens of the consul's own country, andieting, Her Excellency and a team from the London
facilitate trade and friendship between the people dfliesion made upMs. Victoria Farley, Deputy High
country to whom he or she is accredited and the caDammynissioner, Ms. Dionne Ligoure, Commercial
of which he or she is a representative. Consuls progid@ché, and Mrs. Romaine Maharaj, Assistant Attaché
assistance with bureaucratic issues to both the citiZelfs afet with key members of the Norwegian Business
the consul's own country travelling or living abroad caminunityto promote business and investment
to the citizens of the country the consul is in who wgbptartunities available in Trinidad and Tobago.
travel to or trade with the consul's country.) TheBusiness Eveshich was held at the Grand

The Mission works closely with the HonorarnHotel, Oslowas organised with the assistance of Trinida
Consuls to look after the interests of Trinidad and Tomado Tobagod6s Honorary Cor
in these countries. Honorary Consuls for the RepuHiatroén. Presentations were delivered by Her Excellen:
Trinidad and Tobago accredited to London are:  Glenda Morean Phillgss Ligoure and Tourism

Representatifer the Scandinavé@untriesMs.
Mr. Howard M.S. KroéliHamburg, Germany Christine EngeAmbassador Dag Mork Ulnes, the
Dipl- Kaufmann Bernd ListhBonn, Germany  Norwegian Ambassador accredited to Trinidad and Tok

Mr. Ingo Meyd Bavaria, Germany and eleven other Caribbean countries, also addressed

Mr. Kurt BrusgaaddCopenhagen, Denmark Event.

Mr. Rolf E. HolmenOslo, Norway The presentations highlighted the sectors

Mr. Patrik Tigerschid&tockholm, Sweden identified by the Government for development in keepir

Mr. Jukka Aswuoriner® Helsinki, Finland with its plans to diversify the economy of Trinidad and
Tobago

In her address, Her Excellency Glenda Morean
Phillip stated) We ar e proactively
Governmentds vision for T
tourism are key drivers of the economy. We will continu
to work with our Honorary Consuls and the business
community to get the message out to potential investor:
that Trinidad and Tobago is open for budihgiss
Commi ssioner Morean Phill
encouraged by the participation and feedback received
from the Norwegian business community. We look
forward to building even

There was a good turnout for the event.
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Centr al Bank Maintains 0

Central Bank of Trinidad and Tobagbeadline months to August 2007 from 18.4 per cent in the previt

inflation measured 7.3 per cent on@ygzar basis tononth.

September 2007 compared with 7.9 per cent in August.

Fodd price inflation, which hasd been the major thidérbting inflationary impulses remain strong given

for headline inflation, slowed to 14 per cennfyear) current fiscal, credit and wage pressures. At the same

in September 2007 from 16.7 per cent in the préavieua substantial increase in global food prices contin

month. to fan food price inflation in both developed and
developing countries.

The reduction in food price inflation reflected lower price

increases for vegetables and fish. The prices of meatcouilisgly, inflation control will continue to be the mai

milk, cheese and eggs continued a steady morittorcset s of Centr al Bankds |

According to NAMDEVCO, higher prices for bamécasistances, the Bank has decided to maintain the

oranges, and mangoes have contributed to thecoveratl e nt O6 Repod rate at 8.

increase in the price of fruits. The increase in the priceetary conditions under close review.

diary products, especially cheese, reflects higher import

costs and the depreciation of the TT dollar again

nonrUS currencies.

) ) ) ) Foreign Exchange Rates as at October 23, 2007 |
Core inflation, which filters the effect of food [ ‘

edged up to 4.6 per cent after remaining at arounc
cent over the previous four months. Tihdicels for
clothing and footwear and alcoholic beverages an

Currency  Counter: Selling Notes:
Buying Buying

posted yeanyear increases of 2.6 per cent and 8 Pound 12.3707  12.7418 11.5000
cent, respectively. Sterling

Lower fiscal injections and the aggressive progr: US Dollar  6.1362 6.3203  6.0000
liquidity absorption being pursued by the Centré

(through open market operations and foreign e Source: Scotiabank Trinidad & Tobago Limited
sales) contributed to a significant tightening in |
condition over the past month. In this i
environment, commercial banks had greater rec
the intetb a n k mar k et and t
Central Bank to meet their financing needs. Meé
growth in private sector credit by the conso
financial system slowed to 14.7 per cent in the

RS g
, ‘
|
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WTI Cushing Spot Crude Oil Price
on 23 October 2007
$87.39US per barrel
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